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the King of France, came into the fast-thickening
plot at the head of the French rescuers of the
Netherlands from Spain. But a victorious French
army in the Netherlands was worse for England
than even Spanish rule there. So Elizabeth tried
to support the Dutch enough to annoy Philip
and at the same time keep them independent of
the French.

In her desire to support them against Philip
indirectly she found it convenient to call Drake
into consultation. Drake then presented to Sir
Francis Walsingham his letter of commendation
from the Earl of Essex, under whom he had served
in Ireland; whereupon * Secretary Walsingham [the
first civilian who ever grasped the principle of
modern sea power] declared that Her Majesty
had received divers injuries of the King of Spain,
for which she desired revenge. He showed me
a plot [map] willing me to note down where he
might be most annoyed. But I refused to set
my hand to anything, affirming that Her Majesty
was mortal, and that if it should please God to
take Her Majesty away that some prince might
reign that might be in league with the King of
Spain, and then would my own hand be a witness
against myself/ Elizabeth was forty-four. Mary